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Amendments to the Claims. 

The following listing of claims replaces all prior versions and listings of claims. 
Listing of Claims. 

1. (Currently amended) A method of parametric group processing to identify relevant 
rirymment s without implementing parametric queries in a structured query language, the method 
comprising: 

forming a parametric index from an indexed database[[,]] by arranging categorical 
attributes as fields of said parametric index , each of said rfu singll categorical attributes [[to]] 
referenc[[e]]ing any number ssbset-of elements where said categorical attributes are qualitative 
parameters; 

specifying a first parametric grou p corresponding to a first subset of elements in sai d 
parametric index, said first subset derivable by cross-multiplying a set of one or more categorical 
attributes from a first field with another set of one or more categorical attribu tes from a second 
field: 

identifying text includin g at least one categorical attribute: 

specifying a second parametric group corresponding to a second subset of elements in 
said parametric inde x, said second subset derivable bv cross-multiplving a set of said at leas t one 
categorical attribute from either said first field or said second field with another set of one or 
more categorical attributes from said first field, said second field or anv other field: 

merging said first subset of elements of said first parametric group and said secon d subset 
of elements of said second parametric group to produce a merged parametric group; and 

extracting a parametric result from said merged parametric group, 

wherein said parametric result specifies a set of documents as identified bv said first and 
said second subsets of elements. 
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2. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein specifying includes listing a parametric group, 
and identifying said text further comprises receiving a query . 

3„ (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 wherein identifying said text further 
comprises receiving text search results, and specifying includes deriving [[a]] said second 
parametric group from saidt ext search results. 

4. (Currently amended) The method of claim 3 wherein specifying includes mapping said ' 
text search results into said parametric index to identify a parametric group for subsequent 
parametric group processing to identify other documents . 

5. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 further comprising identifying said fields as 
BucketSets. said first .and said second subsets of elements as Bucke ts, said categorical attributes 
as FieldEnums and said elements as including document i dentifications, opacifying includ e s 
assigning ovary olom e nt in a bucket array to - dktinot bucko! sot parents to produc e a structured 
buokot array. 

6. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 further comprising sto ring said parametric 
index in a primary memory local to a central processing unit. 5 further comprioing taking th e 
cross of al^lcm e nts in said structured buolcct array to produce a paramotriQ-^eu^ 

7. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein said merging includes taking the union of said 
first parametric group and said second parametric group to produce said merged parametric 
group, 

8. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein extracting includes collecting document 
identifications for said merged parametric group. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 8 further comprising forming the union of said document 
identifications to produce said parametric result. 
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10. (Currently Amended) A method of parametric group processin g to identify relevant 
documents without implementing parametric queries in a structured query language, the method 
comprising: 

performing a text search to produce text search results includine at least one categorical 
attribute: 

mapping said text search results into a parametric index to identify a first parametric 
group, said parametric index using - eatogorioal uttributoc to roforonoo a oubsot of element s wh e r e 
said Gatogorioal attribut e s are qualitative parameters including categorical attributes arran&ed_as_ 
fields of said parametric index, each of said categorical attributes referencing any number of 
elements where said categorical attributes are qualitative parameters, said first parametric group 
corresponding to a first subset of elements in said parametric index, said first subset derivable by 
cross-multiplying a set of at least said one categorical attribute that corresponds to at least one 
field with another set of one or more categorical attributes from said at least one field or any 
other field: 

merging said first subset of elements of said first parametric group with a_second subset 
of elements corresponding to a second parametric group in said parametric index to produce a 
merged parametric group; and 

extracting a parametric result from said merged parametric group, wherein said 
parametric result specifies a set of documents based on said first subset of elements and said 
second subset of elements , 

11. (Original) The method of claim 10 wherein said merging includes taking the union of 
said first parametric group and said second parametric group to produce said merged parametric 
group. 

12. (Original) The method of claim 10 wherein extracting includes collecting document 
identifications for said merged parametric group. 
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13. (Original) The method of claim 12 further comprising forming the union of said 
document identifications to produce said parametric result. 

14. (Cuirently Amended) A computer readable medium for executing instructions by a 
central processing unit to identify relevant document iden tifications in a primary memory local 
to said central proce c^r^ imit ^ the computer readable medium comprising: 

a first set of instructions to form a parametric index from an index ed database by 
arranging categorical attributes as fields of said parametric index, each of said categorical 
attributes referencing any number subset of elements where said categorical attributes are 
qualitative parameters cpooify a first param o tric group and a second parametric ffloiip 
corr e sponding to ekmonts-in a param e tric indox, paid param e trio index using ontogorical 
attributes - to refer e nc e at l e ast one of caid elem e nts whsro paid categorical attributes -a^e 
qualitativo paramot egs; 

a second set of instructions to specify a first parametric group corresp onding to a first 
subset of elements in said parametric index, said first subset derivable by cross-multiplying a set 
of one or more categorical attributes from a first field with another set of one or more categorical 
attributes from a second field: 

a third set of instructions to specify a second parametric group corresponding to a second 
subset of elements in said parametric index, said second subset derivable by cross-multip lying a 
set _of_at_ least one categorical attribute from either said first field or said second field with 
another set of one or more categorical attributes from said first field, said se cond field or any 
other field: 

a fourth set of instructions to combine said first parametric group said second parametric 
group to produce a merged parametric group wh e r e said Gooond s e t of inotruotions euro 
ind e p e ndent of a qu e ry languag e; and 

a [[third]] fifth set of instructions to extract a parametric result from said merged 
parametric group, wherein said parametric result specifies a set of documents, said fifth set of 
instructions being independent of a query language . 
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15. (Currently amended) The computer readable medium of claim 14 wherein said [[first]] 
second set of instructions facilitate the listing of said first parametric group and said second 
parametric group. 

16. (Currently amended) The computer readable medium of claim 14 including instructions 
to derive [[a]] said second parametric group from text search results. 

17. (Currently amended) The computer readable medium of claim 16 including instructions 
to map said text search results into said parametric index to identify a parametric group Jor 
subsequent parametric group processing to identify other documents , 

18. ' (Currently amended) The computer readable medium of claim 14 wherein said seeead 
fourths et of instructions take the union of said first parametric group and said second parametric 
group to produce said merged parametric group, 

19. (Currently amended) The computer readable medium of claim 14 wherein said [[third]] 
fifth set of instructions collect document identifications for said merged parametric group. 

20. (Currently amended) The computer readable medium of claim 19 wherein said [[third]] 
fifth set of instructions form a union between said document identifications to produce said 
parametric result. 

21. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1 wherein merging further comprises 
performing a logical operation that is independent of a query language. 

22. (Previously presented) The method of claim 10 wherein merging further comprises 
performing a logical operation that is independenfof a query language. 
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